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Pune’s Gurki Sher 111
tled fifth at Brunei golf

Bandar Seri Begawan: Three
birdies in the
last five holes
saw Gurki
Shergill come in
with a round of
five-under = 66
that placed him

| tied fifth at the end of the first
" round in the Brunei Open golf
on Thursday.

Pumne-based Shergili, who
won his first pro title last year
in India on the Indian Tour, is

the best placed among the 10 In- -

dians in the fray in the tourna-
ment, which heralded the start
of the second half of the sea-

son for the Asian Tour. Shergill
Played from the tenth teg and
went around the front stretch

"of the course in four-under 31.

" Thailand’s Thammanoon
Srirot produced a superb chip-

. in birdie on the last hole to

equal the course record of

‘nine-under-par 62 in the first

round. He had a flawless round
with nine birdies to open up a
two- strbke lead over

Bangladesh s Slddlkur who
was one of two players to shoot

ahole-in-one at the Empire Ho- _

tel and Country Club.,

The next best Indian was .

Gaganjeet Bhullar at two-un-

-der 69 in tied 28th place. Anir-
ban Lahiri, looking for his
maiden Asian Tour tmumph .

shot a one-under 7¢ in 38th
place, the same as C Mu-
hiyappa, the Hero Honda In-

.dian Open champion.

Digvijay Singh (71) in tied

62nd place, Himmat Rai(73) in ]

91st place, Gurbaaz Mann and

Amandeep Johl (77 each) in -

tied 131st place and Rahil

Gangjee (78} in 134th place |

were the other Indians iri the
fray Korea’s Lee Sung and Ans:
tralia’s Adam Groom, who shot
two eagles, tock a share of
third placing on 65s.. Tham-

manoon, a five-time Asian

Tour winner, briliantly made _

the turn in 29 before adding

three birdies on the back nlne :

He was delighted to end hi§

round on a high note. 1ANS J




Long time coming

Jamshedpur: Nine long
years. Plenty of talent, great
ball-striker, support from
family and sponsors, but 2
‘blank in the wins’ colummn.
Gurki Shergill, 31, finally
overcame his demons, and
banished all thoughts of past
failures, to triumph in a gritty
play off against Shamim
Khan and win the Tata Open.

Shergilf’s 8-iron approach
from just over 150 yards
on the first hole of sudden
death spun to within a foot
of the pin racked lefton 2
hard green. The shot gave
him an easy birdie and the
win, as Khan faltered to
abogey after finding the
greenside bunker, “What
an incredible feeling to win
ity matden title!” said a
beaming Shergill. “I've been
playing well for a while now;
but I'was just too concerned
with the results and getting
frustrated when they didn’t
come. I justwanted to enjoy
my goff and forget abont the
results here.”

Staying in the present
seemed to do the trick for
Shergill. He led from day one
after firing a bogey-free 64,
and stayed alone at the helm
till Khan joined him after
the third day’s play with a
total of 201. Khan, in good
form after a tied-second in
the previous week’s outing in
Digbot, seemed determined
to defend his title. The Dethi
golfer made a run on the final
day to be two ahead at the
tarn but Shergill bounced
back after drilling two long
putts on the back nine to
even terms by the 15th hole.
The duo ended regulation
play on that note to head into
the play off tied at 12-under

270. Extra time turned out
to be a no-contest.

The Pune-based golfer’s
confident display was a far
cry from his performance at
this year’s Indian Open, held
a few weeks earlier, where he
missed the cut. Despondent
and searching for answers, a
shrug of the shoulders was

. Shergill’s response when

asked why he hadn’t been
able to go the distance, “I
made some major changes
to my short game last year at
the insistence of my coach
Kel Liewellyn. I've been
hitting almost a thousand
chips a day but it’s still
getting to the point where

I can truse these moves and
take them to tournament
play” Obviously, these

long practice sessions have
started paying dividends
now; Shergill ook home Rs.
3,23,300, the biggest cheque
of his career.

The tournament, which
was played at the Golrousi
{par 70) and Beldih (par 72)
courses, had a unique format.
Half the field played the
Golmuri course on Thursday
while the other half played
Beldih, and vice-versaon
Friday. On the final two days
the entire field played nine
holes each on both courses.
"The par for the combined
courses was 282 over the
four days.

Defending champion
Khan was disappointed.
“Even though I finished
second, I’'m quite upset that
1 could not capitalize on my
lead today I missed too many
short puits,” he rued. Mohd.
Siddikur Rahman fired a 68
on the final day to claim third
place.

Gurbaaz Mann of
Chandigarh secured fourth
spoton 275, while Delhi’s
Vinod Knmar came in fifth ac
six-under 276. Perennial top-
10 finisher Mukesh Kumar
ended the tournament in
tied seventh place with a
score of four-under 278,
Equally impressive was the
showing by local amateur
Karan Taunk, who finished
on one-under 281 toearna
share of 14th position, while
the other local hope, Navtez
Singh, also made it into the
top 20.

The entire field applauded
an emotional Shergill
as he laanched into the
winner's speech. Shergill
thanked his family, friends,
Llewellyn, Brig. (Retd.)
Randhawa (cousin Jyoti
Randhawa’s father), and
his sponsors —Jotun and
HSBC—for believing in
him, especially during the
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times when even he had

not been able to keep the
faith, “It was hard because
so many people have always
been by my side, urging me
on, believing in me. And to
not be able to vindieate their
trust was more disappointing
than not being able to meet
my personal goals. What I
feel right now, more than
anything else, is 2 sense of
great relief” he said.

‘With the burden of
unfulfiled expectations
finally off his shoulders,
and his game in great shape,
this just might be the spark
that ignites Gurki Shergill’s
career. It’s about time.

270 GURKE SHERGILL {64, 68, 65, 69), SHAMIM
KHAN (65, 70, 66, %)
(SHERGELL WON ON FIRST PLAY OFF HOLE)
274 BOHD, SIDDIKUR RAHMAN {70, 68, 68,
68); 27% ELRBAAT MANN (73, 66, 57,69); 276:
VINGD KUMAR (70,68, 70, 68); 277: SLHAN
STNGH (56, 50, 60, 73); 278 WKRANT CHOPRA
71,66, 70, 77), MUKESH KUMAR {68, 72,57,

7H); Z19: SHANKAR DAS {69, 71, 70, 50), VLIAY
KUMAR (68,70, 71,70}

GOLFDIGESTINDIA 73




Shergill stays on top
~ afterround IT |

' OUR CORRESPONDENT

| Jamshedpur, Oct 30 Gurkl

Shergill kept-up the tempo in
round II of the 8th Tata Open
i to come up with a two- stroke
lead.
] He followed up hlS flI‘St

. round 64 at the Golmuri golf -

course. with a hard-earned

" three under 69 at the Beldih-

-course today to take his total to
nine under 133. A
Defending  “champions |/

:Shamim Khan and Sujjan
Singh are tied in secorid place
at seven under 135 The cut

was declared at six over 148,
Fifty-four professionals and

" two amateurs made the cut,
'On Thursday, half of the
golfers played its 18 holes at
- the par with 72 Beldih course,
while the other half had com-
pleted their rounds at the par
70 Golmuri facility. Today, bo-
| ththe groups switched venes:
« Shergill (64, 69), the joint

| an ‘ideal start as he bogeyed
the second hoele, He then ral-

- and seventh. The third shot on
. the seventh’stopped just two

" feet short of the pin. A bogey

_ i

I

overhight leader, did not have -

lied with birdies on the sixth .

Gurki Shergill tees off at
Beld:h golf course. (Snmvas)
on the elghth took his score
back to even par for the day
However, Shergill put together
a solid back nine producing
birdies on the 12th, 16th and

18th, to hold on to his lead.
His chip shots from the

fringe of the 12th and 16th

greens found the flag-stick on
both occasicns and.led to a
couple of easy birdie putts.-

“T am delighted b lead at
this stage. But I don'iwant to
get too ahead of inysdf at the

5 =4
2 i

: fired a one under 69 at Gol- .
muri to be, in joint second

a

. ateurs Karan Taunk, Vinod..

Beldih. Singh and Khan have
an identical total of seven,

fourth with a total of five'

-8iddikur Rahman and Pappan
-are a further stroke behind in |

moment and w111 just 11ke to

~ enjoy the next two rovmds. Thit

itreally close on the sixth, sev-
enth and 18th and reaped ‘the

" rewards for those shots with :

birdies. I also had an ineredi-
ble par save on the fifth where |
T chipped in from the front
edge,” hegaid. -

. Headded: “Iam glad thatI
grabbed my oppertunities on
the par five holes today. I was y

. three under for the par fives i 111

round I1” t
Chandigarh-based Smgh

place along Dethi’s Khan, who
came up with a two under 70 at

under 135.
Vikrant Chopra is placed !

under 137 while city-based am- |

Kumar, Vijay Kumar, Mohd

tied- fifth position.Mukesh
Kumar; the Aircel PGTT Order 1
of Merit leader, is tied 13th at .
two under 140, Navtez Singh of
Jamshedpur is placed tied
22nd at one over 143 1

& i ¢
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SAYEED SANADI

‘¥ owever, Gurki Shergill
M.. who has made Pune his
\.home has finally come
off living in the shadows of his
famed relatives — Bamby Rand-
hawa, Jyoti Randhawa and
Digvijay mEmU after scripting a
fine victory in the Tata Oumﬂ

‘What makes the win— coming -

after a play-off with the level-
headed Shamim Khan more
special is the jinx the 30-year-
old has broken after flirting

“with victories on a couple of oc-

casions in his nine-year-old pro-

- fessional career.

In fact it was Jyoti’s father
Brig. Dhiroo Randhawa.who
initiated Gurki into the game
about 16 years ago when he was
posted in Ahmednagar and still
is his mentor. Destiny had oth-

et things written when Gurki
got an invite from Tata Motors
for a golf clinic. Impressed with
his game, the company got him

to play at the Poona Club Golf -

Course on their corporate ac-
count. Given the talent arid the
facilities available, it made Gur-

ki to settle in the city, a decision
“which made him eam the dubi-
ous distinction of becoming the ~

first professional from the City
to win on the National circuit.
The Randhawa family did
have an influence in his game
as Jyoti apart from being a role
model has guided Gurki in the
right direction. The city golfer
admits that relations do not

matter and hard work is the

only key to success. Gurki's
game had taken a dip when he
could not convert his top-ten

-finishes .53 victories. Frustra-

tions could have led to an ear-
ly retirement. However the grit-
ty golfer never gave up. Work-.
ing with Kel Llewellyn since the
past year has borne fruits to this
chirpy golfer, especially with his
swing and short game:

The city lad believes in the-
obvious that it would not be

. impossible to progress unless

one gets enough - support to
hone his skills. He was lucky to
bag a sponsorship from HSBC

Global who persisted with Gur-

ki despite His indifferent form
for four years. His current em-

* ployers — Jotun also have been

supportive. The victory will
surely go a long way in building
the confidence and should pave
the way for bigger tours. Also
the victory underlines the fact
that age is not the criteria to be-
come a champion!

15



Ty

R SpE S YRR %

THE TIMES OF INDIA, PUNE
. * TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2009

Edwin D'Sa | #hi

Pune: City golfer Gurki Shergill rajsed his
game a few more notches having been grant-
ed the cpportunity to play on the Asian Tour
which means he gets to rub shoulders with
Asia’s best players like Thongehai Jaidee (Thai-
land), Chapchai Nirat (Thailand) or Llang Wen-
Ching (China). N

This will be another first’ from Shergill who

# only recently became the first from the city to
i win a title on the National professional Tour.

Shergill finished 21st as per points system af-
ter the conclusion of the 2009 Professional Golf
Tour of India (PGTI) season. Each year the top
eight players are then granted ‘country ex-
emption’ to play on the Asian Tour.

On Sunday Shergill, who attended the PGTI
annual awards ceremony in New Delhi to re-
ceive his first-time winners’ award, was in-

an Asian Tour card.

Among the top 21 a host of players were al-
ready holding on to Asian Tour cards which
thereby paved the way for Shergill,

“I'had planned to play the Asian Tour qual-
ifying school which comes up soon. But now I
need not go there as T have a 'full status’ card
now,” said Shergili.

twenty golfers from India on the Asian Tour.
He joins the likes of Shiv Kapur, C. Muniyap-
pa, Jyott Randhawa, Jeev Milkha Singh, Anir-
ban Lahiri.

Shergill can make the most of this one-year
opportunity. If he plays exemplary golf he can

Sherglll leaps into A31an circuit
‘City Golfer Among Lucky Few To Get Country Exemptlon

formed that he was one among the lucky toget

The following year will see a creditable-

Gurki Shergil

TefanhiNelrd i & filtiEn season. “I planto’

_ play around 15 tournaments on the Asian Tour

Of these three are in Ind1a where I get an as-
sured berth to play.” :

. Playing abroad also means escalating ex-
penses for which Shergill is trying to rope in

_sponsors. He has already worked out a Rs 10-

lakh estimate.

-“HSBC have just rerewed their contract re-
cently But I need many more sponsors. I hope
they come along.

“But come what may I wﬂl be playing on
the Asian Tour.” he sait.

“This opportunity wil do a lot to boost my .

confidence and of courstI am proud to be the

ﬁrstfmmmymtytogetmﬁheAsmncxrcmt”

e e e e
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Lahiri leads, Shergin tied éixth

Aamby Valley City: Anir-
ban Lahiri fired a second con-
secutive 65 to stamp his au-
thority at the PGTI Players
Championship golf tourna-
ment at the Aamby Valley
Golf Course on Wednesday.
The 2009 PGTI Order of Mer-
it champion has now opened
" up an imposing seven-stroke
lead as his total stands at 14

under 130, Shamim Khan and’

. Rafick Ali Mollah are tied sec-
ond with the next best total of
seven-under 137. ,

" The cut was declared at
four over 148. Fifty-two pro-
fessionals and one amateur
made the cut. ;

i Shamim Khan (71-66) of

i Delhiand Rafick Ali Mollah

| (66-71) of Kolkata share sec-

ond position at seven under

137. Shamim’s bogey-free 66.
in round two propelled him

from overnight t1ed 19th to.

tied second.
Bangladesh s Mohd. Sid-

-dikur Rahman and Abhishek

Jha of Bangalore lie tied
fourth at six under 138. Gur-

ki Shergill of Pune is.tied

sixth at five under 132 along

with Ashok Kumar of Delhi, .

Australian Kunal Bhasin and
Bangalore golfers C. Mu-
niyappa and R. Murthy.

. Mahindra's Rafl, Steven,

Ravanan to join Churchill
Panaji: With their managa-

ment’s decision to disband the:

team from next season, top

keeper .

Mahindra United players Mo-

Jhammad Rafi, Steven Dias
-and Dharmara] Ravanan have

decided to join Churchill
Brothers. Churchill, in turn,
are likely to lose R Vashum
to East Bengal while goal-
Arindam Bhat-
tacharya and midfielder Ogba
Kalu are in talks with newly-
crovned I-League champmns
Dempo. ).
Anocther Gean club Sal-
gaocar, with their survival in
the I-League certain, are on
the verge of signing Air In-

+ dia players Khelemba Singh,
-Syed Farid and Arnab Das

Sarma, it i learnt. Mohun
Bagan, meanwhile, have net-
ted this year’s surprise goal

» poacher Muritala Ali from

Mahindra United. tnny acencies
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Prajwal Hegde | T

Bangalore: Clear blue skies and
bright sunshine, it was perfect
weather for golf. It also summed
up Gurki Shergill’s mood. He was

three under after 12 holes when

bad weather stopped play on the
opening day of the Global Green
Bangalore Open. On Friday, the 29-
year-0ld completed the round with
a six-imder 66 score, his best-ever’
card. Within minutes he was back
on the course for the second round,

‘carding a three-under 69.

The tough-talking Pune pro
now has a two-day total of nine-
under 135, which makes him the

. clubhouse leader as 18 players are

yet to complete the second round.
The organisers, who seemed to
have a task on hand when rain
stopped play with almaost half the
field still on the course on Thurs-
day, did a comimendable job in

- their race against time, They are

now only marginally behind sched-
ule. The cut, which will be applied
after the second round is com-
bleted on Saturday, is likely to

. come in at six-over 150. The third
" round will follow thereafter,
Shergill is four strokes clear off
the second-placed local pro C Mu- -

niyappa, who shot a two-under 70

- in the first round and 69 in the sec-
-.ond for a five-under 139 total. One -

IN THE LEAD: Gurki ShergiH

stroke behind Muniyappa is the
trio of Shamim Khan (70, 70),
Rahul Ganapathy (70, 70} and Fer-
oz Ali Mollah (69, 71). At three-un-
der 141 after two rounds are Uttam
Singh Mundy (75, 66), Gaganjeet

Bhullar (74, 67), Arjun Singh (73,

68) and Gurbaaz Mann (69, 72).

- 'The day’s best scores came from
Mundy and Vikrant Chopra, both
returning six-under 66 cards, the

‘same as Shergill’s first round score.

The day, however, belonged to
the provisional leader, who sur-
vived the 24-hole marathon with

. biscuits and water. His opening

round was bogey free, the birdies -
coming in the third, fifth, sixth,
eighth, 11th and 16th holes. Hig sec-
ond round was more of a roller-
coastet, the birdies coming in the
first, third, fifth, 12th, 14th, 16th

Shergill hits the front

Ehwstan 5 ei ke

‘and 17th holes and the bogeys com-

ing in the fourth, which he three-
putted, sixth, 10th and 11th holes.

“I have been playing well, but
not putting things together. I am
getting into the 20s or missing euts,”
Shergill, who has been sole leader
In a tournament only once before
in Pune two years ago, said, “I am
working harder and try to bring my
off-course confidence to the course.”

“You cannot complain about
rain or sunshine, as a pro you
learn to play in all kinds of con-
ditions,” he said. “I'm feeling good
and I'm relaxed. I don’t have any
weakmnesses, I am spot on. Some-
body has to do some real good work
to béat me this week.”

Muniyappa, who is coming off
asurgery (appendicitis) and is still
battling pain, had birdies on the
first, fifth, 14th, 17th and 18th holes
‘in the second round. The last two
birdies were spectacular efforts -
he sunk a 15-footer on the 17th and
a 30-footer on the 18th. He had bo-
geys on the sixth hole, in which
his tee shot went into the trees, and
the par-three eighth hole, which
was actually a good bogey as his
tee shot went into the water.

* “I putted very well even though
the greens on the back nine are tough
toread,” the amiable prosaid. “Scme
of my drives were bad., Otherwise [

wouldhavegot_abetter score.”

el
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BILT Open Trophy on Tuesday.

= Himmat Singh Ra, Anirban Lahirt and Burki Shergill unveil the

MOHD ZAKIR/ HT PHOTG

GenX set for
India’s richest

HT Correspondent

imsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The top names may
have given the BILT Open a
miss, but instead of looking
uneasy, the organisers wore
broad smiles as they discussed
the reason. |

Four Indians will feature in
the prestigious WGC-HSBC
Champions at Shanghai (co-
sanctioned by the Eurcpean
and Asian Tours), which is
being held at the same time as

" the Professional Golf Tour of
India (PGTI) meet. "It's heart-
ening because of the 11 Asian
Tour members who've qualified
for Rs 33.11-crore ($ 7 million)
event, four are Indians,” said a
PGTI official. :

"As the dates clashed, Jeev
(Milkha  Singh), Jyoti
{Randhawa), Gaganjeet
(Bhullar) and C. Muniyappa had
to opt out," he said about the
tournament that will tee off at
Greater Noida's Jaypee Greens
on Thursday.

The withdrawals may have
shorn the event, the domestic
cireuit's richest with a purse of
Rs 1 crore, of some of its star
value, but that seemed to have
little effect oh the demeanour,

. "Itis a matter of pride for Indian

‘golf. In their absence, we have
players like Anirban Lahiri,
-Himmat Singh Rai and Gurki
Shergill, ali first-time winners
on the PGTL," he said.

" golf event

Now it's 2 matter of the
next generation coming
. through.

ANIRBAN LAHIRI, golfer

Flushed with their recent
good run on the Asian Tour,
both Lahiri and Rai, the latier
came close to winning the
Iskandar Johor Open, seemed
eager to keep up the good times.
"Shiv (Kapur} did it five years

ago and earlier it was Jeev. Now

it's a matter of the next gener-
ation coming through,” said a

buoyed Lahiri, especially after-

the T3 finish at: the Indian Open
and joint ninth in the Iskandar
Johor Open.

RANA, TAUNK SHARE
LEAD :

NEW DELHE: A nice mix present-
ed itself on top of the leader-
board after the first round of
the LG ITC Classic Open
Amateur with young Karan
Taunk ing the lead along-
side thzhmenced Vikram
Rana. Both of them

returned identical rounds of
two-under 70 at the Classic Golf
Regort. Just one behind the duo
is Pune's Aditya Bhandarkar at
one-under after he carded a
round of 7L Arshdeep Tiwana,
Pawan Kumar and brothers
Simarjeet Singh and Jasjeet
Singh share the fourth spot at
even-par for the tournament.

{
!
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Hindustem Times, Znal\/w. 09, 35N
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Gurkl defeats Shamlm
bags Ta‘ia Open tltle

52 HT Correspondent .-

- lam live@hindustantimes.com

- AMSHEDPUR: Gm-IuShmg:llmth-
stood a stiff challenge from

¥ defending champion Shamim

*.Khan on the final day of the 8th
*.Tata Open to eventually come.
£ up trimps in the playoff and .
thus.bag his maiden profes—'

| swnal title...” © .-
- Punebased Shergill and Delhi.
! ‘golfer Shamim, the joint

3 overnigit leaders, ‘cardediden- ,

tlcal scores of one under 69 in
~the final roundo be once again

tied at the top of theleaderboard

with scores of 12 under 270 after -
# theregulation 72 holes. Shergill

playoff hole. Gurki's fabulous
i'win has now t:atapulted him
| from 67th to 3lst place on the
PGTI Order of Merit. Mohd
Siddilour Rahman of Bangladesh

t finished third at éight under 274.
“/The final round on Sunday

round. The entire field played
. nine holes each on both the
‘courses, Beldih -as well as |,
“ Golmuri. While one half of the
_field teed off from Beldih, the -
" other half began its round from -
‘Golmuri. - i
Twenty-nine golfers with the

 best scoresat the end of round

three teed off from Go]murl and

ST e

o Tata Sons’ wce-nhalrman presants the trophy' to the winner of 8th Tata
- (Open Bolf Championshlp Gurki Shergill in Jamshedpur on Sunday.
T ERVIND SBARMA

finished at Beldih, The par for f :
= the combined courses was 70.
! finally came through onthe first " -

The title seemed to be slip-

‘ping away from Gurki's (64, 69,
68, 69) grasp when he dropped

a bogey on the third, while
Shamim picked up birdies on

the fifth and sixth as a result of -

ginking some really long putts.

- Shamim was ahead by two .
| had the same format as the third -,

strokes at the turn since Shergill

.. made hirdie- bogey on the sav-
i enth and eighth evén as Shamim
‘himself dropped abogey onthe

eighth.
Gurki bounced back by con-

verting two 20-footers for birdies .
onthe lith and 13th and erased

the two-stroke difie rence by the
15th hole. Tt was-all square after
1528 Shamjm on hls part birdied

s o,

the 12th and bogeyed the 15th. .
». The two finally headed for a -
playoff after both of them made
‘pars on the last three holes. -

Gurki sealed the win on the
first playoff hole (18th hole) with ¢
a birdie that came ag a result
of a'magnificent second shot
(eight iron) from 146 yards that

%
4

B

-hit the flag-stick and landed +
- one foot from the hole. Shamim =

found the greenside bunker dur-
ing. thie playoff and as a conse- -
quence made bogey. :

;

"It's an ineredible feelihg to

win my first ever professional ..,

title. I would like to dedicate’’ i

this te my family, my wife, my . .

friends, ecach Kel Llewellyn

and Brigadier Randhawa (Jyoti
Randhawa's father),"” Gurki said.

i
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